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Marilyn Jensen 

In Memory 

This album is a fulfillment of Marilyn Jensen’s dream to compile the Weston Union High School 
graduation classes from the period 1926 through 1973 in a form not only to be shared with classmates, 
but also for long-term preservation.  On August 10, 2005, her dream to preserve the images in printed 
form was suddenly cut short by her tragic death caused by injuries received from a bicycle/automobile 
accident while biking along the Tollgate Mountain Road. 

Marilyn was born on July 20, 1939, in Pendleton to William and Violet Syfford. She gre up in Wes-
ton, graduating in 1957, from Weston High School and later from Walla Walla Beauty College. 

On November 9, 1958, she and Gary Jensen married in Weston.  Thereafter, she worked at a variety of 
jobs including at the tele4phone office in Athena, the Corner Market in Weston, and the Bank of Com-
merce, which later became the Baker-Boyer Bank, from which she retired in 1999. 

Her life centered around her passion for bike riding and skiing, as well as doing for others within her 
family, church, and the community.  She was a member of Friends of the Weston Library, so it is only 
fitting that this album and restored class images are archived and displayed here at the Weston Library 
for patrons to view, and classmates to recall fond memories while in attendance at the Weston High 
School 
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     The original school district, which included the 
town of Weston, was known as the Rawhide District. 

 Around 1866, local settlers supported construc-
tion of a school house on the homestead property of 
Aaron Kees, with Hugh McArthur being hired as the 
first teacher. 

 Then, around 1869, there was a division of the 
district resulting in the school house being moved 
about a half-mile south to the Henry Pinkerton home-
stead property which became known as District No. 
19, with a school being maintained on Weston’s Main 
Street.  Among the early-day teachers were Mr. Wat-
son who conducted the school as well as operating his 
store in an adjoining building.  Classes later were held 
in a dance hall over a warehouse on a site where the 
residence of W.S. Price was located, with Miss Purin-
ton being the first teach at that location, followed by 
John M. Pruitt. 

 In the early 1870s a frame building was con-
structed on South Water Street to house the local 
school. Notable among the teachers at that time was 
former Governor Walter M. Pierce, who served as 
principal for seven years. There were two grade teach-
ers for the younger students, while Mr. Pierce handled 
high school instruction and related duties. From his 
principal position, he was elected to be the Umatilla 
County School Superintendent, which launched his 
long political career. 

The most notable event in the early days of local 
school history was the construction of the brick school 
building on South Water Street, a structure that disap-
peared many years back.  There were eight rooms in 
the building and the faculty was increased to six teach-
ers for instruction in the high school as well as in the 
lower grades.  

Weston-Union School District History 

 When the Eastern Oregon Normal 
School was established in Weston in the 
year 1885, it assumed control of the public 
school for training new teachers. After a 
year or two, this system proved highly un-
satisfactory, so the Normal School estab-
lished a training school of its won with 
about 25 pupils, and the District resumed 
control of the public school. 
 In 1909, when the Normal School 
operations were discontinued for lack of 
state support, the public schools were 

moved to occupy the abandoned building which stood 
on the site of the present-day brick structure. Mean-
while, a movement was under foot to organize a Un-
ion High School District. 

 In 1924, a reorganization plan was put into 
place with an election being held for local voters, re-
sulting favorably to establish the Union District con-
sisting of School Districts 11, 19, 20, 49, 50, 53, 55, 
90, 95, and 103, making eleven elementary districts 
in wall with an assessed valuation of nearly three mil-
lion dollars.  The old Normal School building housed 
the classes until spring of 1926 when the structure 
was condemned as unsafe by state authority, with the 
land being deeded to the District that same year. 

 After the condemnation, a mass meeting of 
local citizens of the Union High and Weston School 
Districts was held with the outcome being agreement 
to rebuilding on the old school building site.  The 
boards accordingly proceeded to call an election at 
which time they were directed to issue bonds in the 
sum of $80,000 for constructing and furnishing a new 
structure to be used by Union High School District 8 
and Weston District 19. 

 Students of the region attended the new 
school until 1974 when the Weston and Athena 
School Districts merged, causing another shifting of 
instruction.  Grades 6 through 8 remain in Weston, 
but lower classes now attend the elementary school in 
Athena, and grades 9 through 12 are instructed in the 
Weston-McEwen High School in Athena. 

 Thus, were the origins of the present-day 
school building which was completed in the year 
1927, and still functions in the year 2006 as an in-
structional facility for teaching grades 6 through 8. 

 

History compiled from C.L. Pinkerton documen-
tation in the Weston Leader of October 14, 1927. 
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